Anticoagulant effects of sulphonated polyurethanes.
Sulphonated polyurethanes have been shown to have excellent blood contacting properties. In this paper, similar polyurethanes which are water soluble have been investigated to determine their influence on thrombus formation. These polymers were shown to delay clotting times in the following ways: by direct complex formation between the polymer and thrombin; by interference with fibrin polymerization; and by complex interactions between polymer, thrombin, plasma antiproteases and fibrinogen in plasma.